
SWEETBAY MAGNOLIA CARE
LIGHT

Sweetbay magnolia (Magnolia virginiana), including Moonglow, Green Shadow, and Green Mile, grows in sun
to partial shade. Choose a sheltered site with space for its slender tree or multi-stemmed shrub form. Check the
cultivar's mature size and cold hardiness before planting.

WATER

Provide consistent moisture, especially while roots establish and during dry spells. Sweetbay tolerates wetter
sites than most magnolias, but a newly planted root ball still needs regular checking. Water slowly through the
root area; do not let a container or isolated planting repeatedly dry out.

SOIL & PLANTING

Choose acidic, organically rich, moisture-retentive soil. This species tolerates wet or boggy conditions that are
unsuitable for many other magnolias. Keep the root flare at ground level and the trunk clear of mulch. Avoid
disturbing the fleshy roots with repeated digging or underplanting.

FEEDING

Use a soil test to guide fertilizer and any pH amendments. Do not add lime automatically or push a healthy
plant with heavy nitrogen. If feeding is needed, apply a modest spring dose of woody-plant fertilizer at the label
rate, keeping it away from the trunk.

SEASONAL CARE

Little routine pruning is needed. Remove dead, damaged, or crossing stems selectively and retain the desired
tree or clump form. If minor shaping is necessary, work after flowering. Avoid hard annual cutting or removing
large branches simply to fit an undersized planting location.

HELPFUL TIPS

Creamy, fragrant flowers and silvery leaf undersides are characteristic. Leaf retention varies with cultivar and
winter conditions; a sweetbay may lose leaves in Maine even if described as evergreen farther south. Winter
injury is possible near its cold limit, so match the selection to the site.
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