
AMSONIA BLUE STAR CARE
LIGHT

Amsonia blue stars grow in sun to partial shade. Good light gives a sturdier clump and often better fall color.
Threadleaf A. hubrichtii has much finer foliage than A. tabernaemontana selections such as Storm Cloud and
Blue Ice, so check the label rather than judging identity by flower color.

WATER

Water new plants deeply when their root zone begins to dry. Established amsonia tolerates some drought, but it
should not be neglected while roots are developing. Keep containers evenly supplied with moisture and allow
excess water to escape. Avoid continually saturated crowns and repeated severe wilting.

SOIL & PLANTING

Use average, well-drained soil that retains some moisture. Plant at the original crown depth and give the clump
room to develop. Amsonia may take more than one season to show its full size. Avoid digging it up repeatedly
simply because a young plant looks sparse.

FEEDING

Heavy feeding is usually unnecessary. Rich soil and excess nitrogen can produce weak, spreading stems. If
growth is poor, check sunlight, root competition, and moisture before fertilizing. Use soil-test guidance when
needed and follow the product's directions for established perennials.

SEASONAL CARE

Leave foliage through the season for texture and autumn color. If stems become floppy, lightly shorten them
after spring flowering to encourage a tidier outline. Remove dead growth before new shoots expand in spring.
Mature clumps can be difficult to move, so choose their position thoughtfully.

HELPFUL TIPS

Wear gloves when cutting stems because the milky sap may irritate skin. Blue flowers and yellow fall foliage
are normal features, with timing varying by selection. This guide covers A. hubrichtii and identified A.
tabernaemontana garden blue stars; unusual species or plants with a different label should be checked
separately.

ESTABROOK'S • YARMOUTH & KENNEBUNK, ME • www.estabrooksonline.com


