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CLIMBING HONEYSUCKLE CARE

LIGHT

Garden climbing honeysuckles such as John Clayton and Dropmore Scarlet flower best with good sunlight,
although some partial shade is tolerated. Give roots a cooler position and let the stems reach the light. Choose
a site where a trellis, fence, or arbor can carry a mature twining vine.

WATER

Water deeply during establishment and when prolonged dry weather dries the root zone. Check plants beneath
roof overhangs, where rain may not reach the roots. A container needs frequent moisture checks. Keep soll
moist enough for growth without leaving the roots in stagnant water.

SOIL & PLANTING

Use moisture-retaining, well-drained soil and plant at the nursery level. Install a sturdy support before the stems
become tangled. Guide young shoots with loose ties, leaving room for expansion. Do not let vines climb into
gutters, small trees, or structures that cannot carry their weight.

FEEDING
Feed modestly only when needed. Too much nitrogen can encourage long leafy shoots at the expense of

flowers. Check light, watering, and root competition before increasing fertilizer. Follow the labeled rate and
keep granular products away from the stem bases and exposed foliage.

SEASONAL CARE

After the main flower display, shorten wayward shoots and remove dead or crowded stems selectively. Avoid
repeatedly clipping the whole vine before its flowering season. Train replacement shoots onto the support and
check ties. Heavy renovation can reduce flowering while the framework rebuilds.

HELPFUL TIPS

This guide covers the identified climbing garden types, including John Clayton, Mandarin, Dropmore Scarlet,
and Goldflame-type hybrids. It is not for shrub honeysuckles, honeyberry crops, or unidentified vines. Do not
eat ornamental honeysuckle berries. Confirm the botanical label before treating a new plant as part of this

group.

ESTABROOK'S « YARMOUTH & KENNEBUNK, ME « www.estabrooksonline.com



