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WITHEROD VIBURNUM CARE

LIGHT

Witherod (Viburnum cassinoides), also called northern wild raisin, grows in sun to partial shade. It suits a moist
border or woodland edge. Give its rounded, arching framework room to expand and enough light to support
flowering, fall color, and a useful fruit display.

WATER
Keep the roots evenly moist during establishment and check frequently in hot or windy weather. Established

witherod can adapt to some drying, but a recently planted shrub should not be treated as drought-proof. Water
deeply at the root zone and allow container water to drain freely.

SOIL & PLANTING
Use average to moist, well-drained soil and plant with the root flare visible at the surface. This species can suit

damper sites than many foundation shrubs. Mulch the root area lightly without covering the stems. Check
drainage and local conditions before placing it in a permanently flooded pocket.

FEEDING
Base feeding on a soil test and the shrub's vigor. Heavy nitrogen can produce leafy growth without improving

flowering or fruit set. Check moisture, drainage, and root competition before increasing fertilizer. Keep any
recommended fertilizer off the trunk and follow the product's labeled rate.

SEASONAL CARE

Prune sparingly after flowering when shaping is needed. Selectively remove old, damaged, or crossing stems
rather than repeatedly shearing the outer branches. Heavy cuts remove potential fruit. Keep the root zone
watered during prolonged dry spells, especially while a young plant is developing its framework.

HELPFUL TIPS

Fruits change color as they mature, giving a mixed display. Compatible, genetically different plants with
overlapping bloom can improve fruiting; another identical clone may not help. Confirm that a proposed partner
is suitable for V. cassinoides. Related southern smooth witherod selections are not automatically
interchangeable in a Maine garden.
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