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GRAY DOGWOOD CARE

LIGHT

Gray dogwood grows in sun to partial shade as a spreading, multi-stemmed shrub. It works well in naturalized
borders, wildlife plantings, or informal screens where colonies can develop. Allow room for the species or
Huron selection rather than assuming it will remain a narrow, single-trunk tree.

WATER

Water slowly through the root ball and surrounding soil after planting. Check moisture regularly and water
deeply when needed, keeping roots evenly moist during establishment. Adjust for rain, weather, and drainage
rather than watering daily by the calendar. Avoid repeatedly drying a new root ball or leaving it saturated.

SOIL & PLANTING

Use average, well-drained to moist garden soil. Gray dogwood adapts to varied conditions once established,
but new plants still need consistent moisture. Keep the root flare at ground level and mulch lightly away from
stems. Protect roots from compaction and plan for suckering where the shrub has space to spread.

FEEDING

Use a soil test to guide fertilizer and pH changes. Healthy plants may need no routine feeding. If nutrients are
needed, apply a modest spring dose of tree or shrub fertilizer at the label rate. Avoid heavy nitrogen,
late-season feeding, and adding lime automatically to acid-loving dogwoods.

SEASONAL CARE

Prune selectively to remove dead, damaged, or crowded stems and manage unwanted suckers. If shaping is
necessary, work after flowering, accepting some loss of later fruit. Retain a natural shrub outline rather than
repeatedly shearing into a tight box. Do not automatically apply the hard annual cutting used to emphasize
colorful winter twigs.

HELPFUL TIPS

White fruit borne on red stalks and a colony-forming habit are characteristic. Plants can gradually spread
beyond the original footprint, so check nearby beds for shoots and remove unwanted ones early. Flower and
fruit production vary with conditions. Gray bark or normal seasonal leaf color does not automatically indicate a
nutrient problem.
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