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SWAMP MILKWEED

LIGHT

Grow Asclepias incarnata in full sun for best flowering. It tolerates partial shade, but stems may be less sturdy.
Allow room for the upright clump and pollinators visiting the summer flowers.

WATER

Keep the root zone consistently moist, especially during establishment and summer dry spells. Swamp
milkweed suits moist borders and rain-garden settings. Do not apply the dry-soil routine used for butterfly weed.

SOIL & PLANTING

Plant at the original crown level in moisture-retentive garden soil. Clay or loam can work well. Choose a
permanent position and avoid disturbing established roots unnecessarily.

FEEDING

Routine heavy feeding is unnecessary in reasonably fertile soil. Use a soil test if plants grow poorly. Avoid
excessive nitrogen, and keep mulch clear of emerging shoots and the crown.

SEASONAL CARE

Mark the planting spot because spring emergence can be late. Leave stems and pods where practical for
habitat; remove unwanted pods before they open. Clear old stems carefully when new growth is evident.

HELPFUL TIPS

Monarch caterpillars eat these leaves; inspect before removing insects or treating pests. Avoid insecticides on
host plants and flowers. Wear gloves when handling sap and keep it away from eyes. This moisture-loving
species is separate from Asclepias tuberosa.
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