
EUROPEAN CRANBERRY VIBURNUM CARE
LIGHT

European cranberry viburnum (Viburnum opulus) grows in sun to partial shade. Roseum needs room for a large
flowering shrub, whereas Nanum is a much smaller foliage selection. Choose a site based on the named
cultivar rather than assuming all European cranberry viburnums grow alike.

WATER

Water the original root ball and nearby soil deeply when they begin to dry. New shrubs need regular checks
during the first seasons, even when established plants tolerate some drought. Continue checking during dry
autumn weather. Avoid frequent shallow sprinkling and prolonged waterlogging.

SOIL & PLANTING

Use moist, well-drained soil and set the root flare at the surface. Mulch over the root zone without covering the
stems. Avoid a dry, crowded planting strip. Allow enough width for arching branches so the shrub does not
need repeated hard cuts just to fit the space.

FEEDING

Base feeding on a soil test and the shrub's vigor. Heavy nitrogen can produce leafy growth without improving
flowering or fruit set. Check moisture, drainage, and root competition before increasing fertilizer. Keep any
recommended fertilizer off the trunk and follow the product's labeled rate.

SEASONAL CARE

Prune lightly after spring flowering when necessary. Remove selected older stems for renewal instead of
topping the whole shrub. Watch for aphids on curled new growth and chewing insects on leaves. Avoid
late-season shearing that removes buds, and collect unwanted seedlings where fruiting forms spread beyond
the garden.

HELPFUL TIPS

Roseum has sterile snowball flowers and does not produce fruit. Nanum is mainly grown for its compact foliage
and often flowers little or not at all. Neither poor fruiting nor sparse flowers necessarily means fertilizer is
needed. Keep this non-native group separate from American cranberry viburnum and avoid spread into natural
areas.
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