
AMERICAN ELDERBERRY CARE
LIGHT

American elderberry (Sambucus canadensis), including Adams, York, Bob Gordon, Ranch, and Wyldewood,
grows in sun to partial shade. Sun encourages flowering and fruiting. Choose a location with room for a
spreading, multi-stemmed shrub rather than a narrow, tightly clipped hedge.

WATER

Provide dependable moisture, especially during establishment and dry weather. Water slowly enough to
moisten the whole root area. American elderberry suits moist sites; do not apply the sparse watering used for
drought-tolerant sumacs. Check new plants regularly even when nearby established shrubs look comfortable.

SOIL & PLANTING

Use moist, reasonably fertile soil with room for roots and suckers to expand. Plant at the original nursery depth.
Mulch around the root zone without burying stems, and leave access for removing unwanted shoots and
harvesting or observing fruit.

FEEDING

Routine heavy feeding is unnecessary. If growth is weak, check moisture, drainage, and light before applying
fertilizer. Use a soil test to guide any needed nutrients and follow the product label. Avoid excessive nitrogen
that promotes more growth than the planting space can accommodate.

SEASONAL CARE

In late winter or early spring, remove dead, damaged, weak, and crowded canes. Thin some of the oldest
canes at ground level to encourage vigorous replacements. Avoid blanket hard cutting unless following a
cultivar-specific fruit-production plan, since pruning method can affect crop timing and yield.

HELPFUL TIPS

For better fruit set, grow genetically different compatible American elderberry cultivars with overlapping bloom.
Remove unwanted root suckers to contain the patch. Do not eat raw berries or other plant parts; use only
correctly identified, fully ripe fruit prepared by a reliable cooking method.
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