
EUROPEAN BLACK ELDERBERRY CARE
LIGHT

European black elderberry (Sambucus nigra) selections, including Black Lace, Instant Karma, Laced Up, Black
Tower, and Pink Pony, grow in sun to part sun. Sun improves dark foliage color. Allow room for the cultivar's
mature habit; upright selections still need space around their branches.

WATER

Water deeply after planting and keep the root ball evenly moist while roots establish. Check the surrounding
soil as well as the original nursery root ball. Once established, reduce watering frequency, but provide a slow
soaking during prolonged dry weather rather than frequent shallow sprinkling.

SOIL & PLANTING

Choose moist, well-drained garden soil. Plant at the original nursery depth and mulch the roots lightly without
covering the crown. Keep good air movement through the planting. Avoid a dry, cramped location where
repeated hard pruning becomes necessary just to keep the shrub in bounds.

FEEDING

Routine heavy feeding is unnecessary. If growth is weak, check moisture, drainage, and light before applying
fertilizer. Use a soil test to guide any needed nutrients and follow the product label. Avoid excessive nitrogen
that promotes more growth than the planting space can accommodate.

SEASONAL CARE

Little routine pruning is needed. Remove damaged branches and selectively shorten awkward growth; if
shaping for flowers is desired, work after bloom. Hard early-spring cutting emphasizes fresh foliage but
sacrifices flowers and fruit. Preserve the natural form instead of repeatedly shearing all branch tips.

HELPFUL TIPS

A genetically different, compatible S. nigra nearby improves berry production. Red elderberry is a different
species. Do not eat raw berries, leaves, or stems; use only fully ripe, correctly identified fruit prepared by a
reliable cooking method. Dark or variegated foliage is normal for these ornamental cultivars.
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